NADF emphasises skills acquisition in Nigeria's agri-tech sector
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In a decisive move to bolster Nigeria's agricultural workforce, Mohammed Ibrahim, the Executive Secretary of the National Agricultural Development Fund (NADF), has emphasised the necessity for a heightened focus on skills acquisition within the agri-tech sector. His remarks came during a stakeholders’ roundtable regarding Nigerian Youth Development, held in Abuja by the Sir Ahmadu Bello Memorial Foundation.
Ibrahim's address drew attention to the intersection of agriculture and technology, highlighting its potential to not only transform the sector but also to generate meaningful employment for the country's youth. "The major opportunity for the youth within the agricultural setting lies within the nexus of technology and agriculture, often referred to as Agri-Tech," he stated, asserting that despite rapid advancements in technology, agriculture in Nigeria has yet to fully harness these innovations.
Drawing from his personal journey as a founder of two notable agri-tech companies, Ibrahim provided insights into the untapped opportunities that exist within this emerging sector. He outlined that the NADF is taking proactive steps to bridge the existing gap by developing frameworks oriented towards agricultural skills training that meet global standards.
In collaboration with the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE), the NADF is set to initiate a National Agricultural Technical, Vocational, and Educational Training Programme. This programme aims to address the skills deficit that currently plagues the agricultural sector, particularly focusing on significant areas such as soil science, veterinary medicine, and digital mapping—each vital for modern agricultural practices.
“The NADF is working closely with various stakeholders, including the NBTE, to implement a more robust training program that will equip youth with the right skills,” Ibrahim remarked, indicating a firm commitment to enhancing educational and vocational pathways for young Nigerians in agriculture.
Additionally, he announced plans for a pilot scheme designed to roll out across Nigeria's six geopolitical zones. This initiative will extend over a period of six days, concentrating on agricultural skills tailored to the specific agroecological contexts of each region, thereby ensuring relevance and practicality in training methods.
Ibrahim did not shy away from addressing the financial obstacles that many aspiring farmers and entrepreneurs encounter. He underscored the importance of balancing commercial and social funding models to alleviate the financial burdens that often deter young individuals from entering the agricultural field. This dual approach aims to support smallholder farmers and youth entrepreneurs, fostering an ecosystem of sustainable agricultural growth and job creation.
As the NADF advances its initiatives, a clearer pathway for youth engagement in the evolving agri-tech sector is being established, potentially reshaping the landscape of Nigerian agriculture for years to come.
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