Abu Dhabi leads the way in autonomous transport innovation
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Abu Dhabi has taken significant strides in integrating autonomous technology into its transport sector, marking a notable advancement in smart mobility solutions. Following the recent launch of self-driving vehicle services within the Uber platform, and a multi-party agreement to initiate commercial air taxi operations, the emirate positions itself as a leader in modern transportation innovations.
On the ground, Uber has officially introduced an autonomous vehicle option for passengers in Abu Dhabi, allowing them to select self-driving cars for journeys booked as UberX or Uber Comfort. Initially, the service is available in specific areas, including Saadiyat Island, Yas Island, and routes connecting to Zayed International Airport, with plans to expand the operation in the future. The initiative is a collaborative effort with WeRide, a globally recognized company in autonomous driving technology.
His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Chairman of the Presidential Court for Special Affairs, was present at the launch event, underscoring the government’s commitment to advancing transportation technologies. H.E. Badr Al-Olama, the director general of the Abu Dhabi Investment Office, proclaimed that "the future of transportation is no longer an ambition, but a tangible reality in Abu Dhabi." Dr Abdulla Al Ghafli, acting director-general of the Integrated Transport Centre (Abu Dhabi Mobility), highlighted the initiative’s potential to enhance transport quality and sustainability within the emirate.
During this initial phase, safety operators will accompany each autonomous vehicle to ensure security for both passengers and pedestrians. This step is viewed as crucial groundwork leading to a full commercial launch expected in 2025. Uber users interested in the autonomous option can capitalise on this service by opting in within their application settings.
In parallel with developments in ground transport, Abu Dhabi is also embracing aerial mobility through a recently signed agreement by Archer Aviation Inc. This agreement, observed in the presence of Sheikh Hamdan, seeks to establish commercial electric air taxi operations, which will include the manufacturing of vertical electric vehicles in the Middle East and North Africa. The partnership involves various stakeholders, including Abu Dhabi Airports, Falcon Aviation Services, and the General Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA).
H.E. Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi, director-general of the GCAA, emphasised the importance of collaboration among the nation's aviation entities to enable the safe introduction of electric air taxis. Nikhil Goel, Chief Commercial Officer of Archer Aviation, noted that the UAE is a cornerstone for the company's future, reinforcing the necessity of such partnerships to bring next-generation transportation solutions to reality.
The Smart and Autonomous Systems Council (SASC) is pivotal in both of these initiatives, guiding the strategic development and integration of technological advancements across the region. The ambitious air taxi project aims to host its first commercial flights in 2025, following extensive collaboration and establishment of the regulatory framework necessary for the certification of Archer’s aircraft.
As Abu Dhabi navigates these advancements in both land and air transport, it demonstrates a focused approach towards utilising innovation and artificial intelligence to revolutionise mobility, aligning with the emirate's overarching vision for a sustainable future in transport solutions.
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