UK government launches £80 million funding initiative for innovative research projects
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A new government initiative in the UK has been launched to provide funding for innovative research projects, with a total budget of £80 million earmarked for 100 separate initiatives aimed at fostering advancements in various fields. Announced on Tuesday, this funding comes under the auspices of UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) and specifically targets the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC). 
Among the funded projects is the development of a prosthetic limb that incorporates a “natural-feeling sense of touch”, potentially revolutionising the experience of users and setting new standards in assistive technology. Other notable initiatives include a biomarker tool designed to enhance the measurement of blood clot formation and breakdown, as well as an innovative radar-based system intended to facilitate the translation of British Sign Language without the necessity of cameras. 
Science Minister Lord Vallance remarked on the significance of these projects: “We are backing 100 ambitious projects up and down the UK which could spark the beginning of a new generation of life-changing developments.” His comments underscore the government’s commitment to supporting research that not only has the potential to improve individual lives but also contributes to broader economic growth. Vallance has previously noted the challenges faced by startups, stating that those receiving modest funds around £1 million often struggle to secure sustainable financing. However, he emphasised the importance of private sector backing for commercial ventures, while recognising the value of targeted support for specific research projects.
Institutions benefiting from this scheme include prominent universities such as the University of Southampton, Swansea University, and the University of Edinburgh. Prof Charlotte Deane, the executive chair of EPSRC, highlighted the inherent value of discovery science in driving innovation. “Discovery science is the bedrock of innovation, feeding the pipeline of progress critical to prosperity, sustainability, security, competitiveness, quality of life and resilience to future challenges,” she stated. Deane also indicated that these new projects, backed by EPSRC, are expected to generate significant new knowledge with potential global impact.
Additional projects funded through this initiative include a study at King’s College London aimed at countering quantum threats to messaging platforms, research at Loughborough University focused on developing smart polymer nanoparticles, and a project at University College London that explores human-centred machine intelligence to enhance robotic surgical training. The breadth of these initiatives reflects a commitment to not only advancing technology and health solutions but also addressing pressing contemporary challenges across various sectors.
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