Predictions for technology in 2025: lively debates on The Vergecast
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In a recent episode of The Vergecast, a panel of commentators including Nilay Patel, David Pierce, and Wall Street Journal columnist Joanna Stern engaged in a speculative discussion regarding the future of technology in 2025. The conversation was rooted in predictions that spanned from mild to "spicy" takes on anticipated trends and developments in the tech industry.
Listeners were introduced to a unique prediction game, where each host proposed a forecast for 2025 and could either challenge or support the predictions made by their peers. According to Nilay Patel, the structure of the game not only encourages lively debate but also sets the stage for accountability, as they will evaluate the correctness of these predictions at the end of next year. The winner will be rewarded with the "coolest gadget" of 2025, chosen with input from the audience.
The predictions varied widely in intensity. Joanna Stern’s mild forecast suggested that social media users would continue to engage with multiple platforms, a sentiment that David Pierce supported, while Patel disagreed. In a similar vein, David predicted that traditional cable television is nearing its end, with both Patel and Stern endorsing this view.
The medium predictions took on a more ambitious tone. Stern posited that Meta would surpass Apple in the development of augmented reality glasses, a claim supported by both Patel and Pierce. Patel's medium prediction suggested a surprising turn in the social media landscape, forecasting that Walmart would acquire TikTok—a theory that received unanimous agreement from his colleagues.
In a shift towards the more unpredictable "spicy" predictions, Stern hypothesised an overlapping functionality between the iPad and Mac, a prediction met with scepticism from both male counterparts. Patel's bold assertion suggested that Google might undertake a self-imposed breakup, while Pierce expressed his belief that the tech industry would abandon the Matter protocol, which aims to facilitate interoperability between smart devices.
This lively exchange underscores the dynamic nature of technological advancement and its uncertain trajectory. The Vergecast serves as a platform for engaging discourse on the implications of these forecasts, leaving the audience to ponder the various possibilities that lie ahead as the year unfolds. The conversation illustrates the interplay of competition and collaboration among major tech players, while also reflecting broader trends that could reshape business practices and consumer engagement in the coming years.
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