Congressman Cleaver voices concerns over artificial intelligence's growing influence
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During a recent U.S. House hearing, Congressman Emanuel Cleaver, a Democrat representing Kansas City, expressed significant concerns regarding the increasing influence of artificial intelligence (AI) on various aspects of American life. Cleaver articulated his apprehensions, stating he is "very, very nervous and concerned" about the trajectory of AI technologies and their implications for society.
Cleaver highlighted the warnings that have emerged from popular culture regarding AI, referencing notable films such as 'I Robot,' 'The Matrix,' 'The Terminator,' and 'Her.' He emphasised the narrative of "Her," where a man becomes infatuated with an operating system characterised by a charming voice, suggesting a deepening intertwining of human emotions and artificial constructs. 
Artificial intelligence, as defined by Cleaver, refers to machines performing tasks generally undertaken by humans. This includes familiar technologies like voice assistants (Siri, Alexa), robotics, and autonomous vehicles. While recognising the potential benefits of AI in "democratising opportunities," Cleaver concurrently pointed to the "great risks" that accompany such advancements.
The Congressman drew attention to the concerns raised by those in creative industries regarding the impact of AI on their professions. He shared an anecdote about his son, an actor, who participated in a strike last summer. The primary issue for the striking workers was the implications of AI in their field, underscoring the level of anxiety surrounding how generative AI could alter traditional roles in entertainment and beyond.
Cleaver noted that over 50% of Americans have engaged with generative AI technologies, which allow users to create new content autonomously, in contrast to traditional AI systems that are designed for specific, rule-bound tasks. This growing interaction with AI raises questions about the future landscape of work, creativity, and the ethical considerations surrounding machine-generated content.
As discussions around AI continue to evolve, lawmakers like Cleaver are navigating the complex balance between innovation and caution, highlighting the multifaceted impacts of technology on individuals and industries across the nation.
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