Philippine team takes top honour at Red Bull Basement global competition
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Red Bull Basement has announced the winner of its 2024 global competition, with Team AgriConnect from the Philippines taking the top honour. The award ceremony, which took place in Tokyo, Japan, marked the conclusion of an intense three-day World Final that welcomed national winners from nearly 40 countries.
This edition of Red Bull Basement drew over 110,000 applications worldwide, highlighting the growing interest in AI-driven solutions and innovation among young entrepreneurs. The selected national winners attended the World Final, where they participated in workshops, received AI training, and connected with a network of established entrepreneurs, innovators, and business leaders.
Jessica Hawk, Corporate Vice President for Data, AI, and Digital Applications at Microsoft, praised the creative energy exhibited by participants. Speaking to the Global Ag Tech Initiative, she remarked, “At Microsoft, our mission is to empower every person and every organization on the planet to achieve more. There’s a creative energy that these young people are bringing and connecting their creativity with the possibilities of generative AI – there’s magic in that. I expect that some truly legendary experiences are going to come from this type of forum.”
During the final day of the event, teams presented their innovative ideas in an Idea Gallery exhibition. The Top 10 teams, including concepts such as a mental strength training app for athletes and a sustainable vehicle battery, pitched their projects to a panel of judges. The judging panel included notable figures such as Hans Yang, head of Microsoft for Startups, and Letizia Royo-Villanova, an early-stage investor from Silicon Valley's Plug and Play. Ultimately, AgriConnect’s founder, Aldrin Sojourner Gamayon, clinched the award for his agriculture tracking app designed to assist remote farmers in monitoring their crops and enhancing yield.
Gamayon expressed his feelings about the win, stating, “This means so much, because I’m doing it beyond myself. I’m doing this for Filipino farmers.” Reflecting on the experience, he noted, “This wasn’t just about competing or winning. It’s about sharing moments and memories with people who are like-minded. I share this with all the other teams who are here.”
As part of his prize, Gamayon will embark on an all-expenses-paid, three-week trip to Silicon Valley, California, where he will engage in networking and mentorship opportunities with leaders in technology and venture capital.
Previous Red Bull Basement winner Audvice, an AI-driven private podcasting platform catering to HR and educational sectors, has since secured multi-million-dollar investments and established partnerships with global companies.
For the 2024 event, Red Bull Basement partnered with Microsoft and AMD, placing significant emphasis on AI technologies to enhance the experience for participants. The event utilized a chatbot powered by Microsoft’s Azure OpenAI Service, which hinges on AMD's advanced hardware to manage complex AI workloads. Additionally, national winners were provided with AI-enabled laptops equipped with the latest AMD Ryzen™ AI processor technology, facilitating their preparations for the World Final in Tokyo.
This event not only showcases the potential of AI automation for businesses but also emphasises the emerging technologies that are likely to shape entrepreneurial landscapes in the future.
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