Spain invests £50.9 million to establish AI factory in Barcelona
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Spain is poised to enhance its position in the rapidly evolving landscape of artificial intelligence with a significant investment of £50.9 million (€61.76 million) dedicated to the establishment of an AI factory in Barcelona. This initiative was announced by the European Commission as part of a broader strategy that includes the launch of seven interconnected AI factories across Europe.
The Barcelona Supercomputing Centre (BSC-CNS) is set to play a pivotal role in this endeavour, with the aim of "democratizing access" to artificial intelligence resources. This approach is intended to ensure that businesses of all sizes, rather than just large corporations, can leverage advanced AI technologies and capabilities.
Óscar López, Minister for Digital Transformation and the Public Service, highlighted the government's commitment to Spain becoming a leader in AI innovation. Speaking to the Express, he stated, "The Government is betting heavily on Spain being at the forefront of AI innovation, generating a powerful ecosystem of startups and companies around these new technologies." This initiative underscores the intent to foster an environment conducive to technological advancement and collaboration within the sector.
Minister López further elaborated on the necessity of such advancements, noting, "The development of AI requires a great computing capacity, which currently only large platforms offer, at a high cost, which not all can afford." He emphasized the importance of accessibility in innovation, asserting that the establishment of AI factories is a crucial step to mitigate these challenges and create a more equitable landscape for businesses to benefit from artificial intelligence.
The establishment of AI factories in Europe, including the facility in Barcelona, signals a proactive response to the growing demand for AI technology and its integration into various business practices. By promoting innovation and collaboration, these interconnected ecosystems are expected to have a significant impact on the future of AI utilisation in the European market.
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