International workshop on open-source AI underscores need for global cooperation
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The Centre for Data Innovation hosted a significant workshop focused on open-source artificial intelligence (AI) in Washington, D.C., coinciding with an event held by the Institute for Artificial Intelligence at Peking University, Beijing, on December 10-11, 2024. This workshop gathered a panel of international experts to discuss the potential risks associated with open-source AI and to develop a collaborative statement aimed at improving safety and security within this emerging technology.
Daniel Castro, the director of the Centre for Data Innovation, elaborated on the critical nature of international cooperation in AI safety. He highlighted that while countries are vying for dominance in the AI sector, the foundation for AI safety should not be a competitive endeavour. “Since open-source AI models and systems are already publicly available, these technologies provide a key opportunity for countries to cooperate and collaborate on AI safety,” he remarked. He also pointed out the existence of substantial technical, legal, cultural, and economic barriers that inhibit contributions from various experts toward global AI safety initiatives.
The developed statement underscores the necessity of engaging a wider range of participants in global AI safety dialogues to enhance collaboration across nations. Key themes include the call for the removal of barriers that currently hinder international cooperation, as well as fostering inclusive engagement from diverse stakeholders including governments, academia, industry professionals, and civil society.
Further recommendations from the statement advocate for the establishment of reliable testing and evaluation methods for open-source AI. It also promotes enhanced transparency in incident reporting related to AI technologies and urges prioritisation of risks that are both high-impact and high-likelihood. The overarching aim is to aid nations in collectively managing the risks attributed to open-source AI while ensuring its responsible development and deployment in various sectors. 
The dialogue within this workshop reflects the growing recognition of the importance of global cooperation in the field of AI, particularly as the technology continues to scale and proliferate across industries.
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