Experts discuss predictions and trends for 2024 at UW livestream event
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On December 17th, the University of Wisconsin hosted a livestream event aimed at providing insights and predictions for the upcoming new year, featuring a panel of experts in various fields. The event showcased perspectives on political, economic, and technological trends anticipated to shape the landscape in 2024.
Barry Burden, Director of the UW Elections Research Center, shared his views on what the initial year of a potential Trump administration may entail. His analysis is particularly relevant in the context of the shifting political dynamics in the United States, as the nation prepares for significant elections.
In addition to political considerations, Jon Pevehouse, the Mary Herman Rubinstein Professor and Development Chair of the Department of Political Science, offered his insights regarding foreign relations. He highlighted the probable tensions that may arise in international affairs as nations navigate their relationships and strategies in an ever-evolving geopolitical climate.
Dana Peterson, Chief Economist at the Conference Board, provided a focused exploration of economic prospects, discussing both strengths and areas of concern for the coming year. A central theme of her analysis was the increasing reliance on technology within businesses, particularly through automation and artificial intelligence (AI). Peterson stated, “Businesses are trying to make their employees and their processes more productive, and lots of companies are turning to technology, automation, and AI.” She further elaborated on the dual impact of AI, noting, “AI is not going to displace everyone, and at the same time AI is going to make more jobs.” 
This event underscores the critical conversations happening around the role of emerging technologies in enhancing productivity while simultaneously shaping the future job market. The livestream offered viewers a comprehensive view of the various factors at play as the new year approaches.
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