OpenAI and Google intensify competition in video generation with new models
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OpenAI has recently intensified competition in the video generation market with the introduction of Sora, its advanced text-to-video generator model, now available to users of ChatGPT Plus in the form of Sora Turbo. In response, Google has launched its own text-to-video generator, Veo 2, which promises improved capabilities over its predecessor.
On Monday, Google announced the release of Veo 2, which boasts enhancements that allow for a better grasp of real-world physics, a feature that aids in generating videos with greater detail and realism. The videos produced by Veo 2 can achieve resolutions up to 4K and are reported to effectively mitigate common challenges encountered in video generation, such as hallucinations that may result in incorrect features, like extra fingers.
In comparison tests conducted with other leading video models including OpenAI’s Sora Turbo, Kiling v1.5, and Meta's Movie Gen, Veo 2 emerged as the top contender with human raters favouring it for overall performance and adherence to prompts. Google has articulated that the model is “understanding cinematography language” allowing it to interpret specific directives regarding genres, lens types, and shooting angles. For instance, when instructed to produce a "shallow depth of field" effect, Veo 2 incorporates background blurring as part of the output, showcasing its advanced capabilities.
The public can access Veo 2 via the VideoFX section in Google Labs, though an early access waitlist must be completed. This form requests basic details, including age, name, location, and relevant background. Google has stated that submissions will be reviewed on a rolling basis.
In tandem with the launch of Veo 2, Google has also made improvements to its Imagen 3 image-generation model, designed to produce “brighter and better composed” images with enhanced diversity and output fidelity. This iteration is being rolled out through the ImageFX platform in Google Labs without the need for a waitlist, following the previous version's acclaim as the top AI image generator in ZDNet's 2024 roundup.
Additionally, Google introduced a new experimental tool called Whisk, which is also a part of Google Labs. Whisk enables users to create an image or modify an existing one to transform it into various formats such as a plushie, pin, or sticker. The functionality of Whisk leverages both Imagen 3 and Gemini, allowing for the generation of detailed captions that inform the output created by Imagen 3.
As both OpenAI and Google advance their offerings in AI-driven content generation, businesses may find new opportunities to integrate these technologies into their operations, shaping the future of marketing, multimedia production, and digital engagement strategies. The implications of these developments could have far-reaching effects on standard practices and expectations within numerous industries.
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