Shanghai start-up begins mass production of humanoid robots
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A Shanghai-based start-up has announced the commencement of mass production of its humanoid robots, marking a significant advancement in the competitive landscape of China’s artificial intelligence (AI) robotics market. Agibot, founded by Peng Zhihui, a former employee of Huawei Technologies, reports that it has produced 962 units as of December 15.
The company shared this development in a recent video, showcasing its progress after just two years of operations. Founder Peng Zhihui acknowledged the achievement in a post on the Chinese social media platform Weibo, stating, "We have crossed a major start-up hurdle after spending two years bringing an idea into mass production."
Peng, who is 31 years old, was previously part of Huawei's "Genius Youth” talent programme, where he worked on AI projects within the company’s computing division. His innovative designs, including an Iron Man-inspired robotic arm, gained significant attention on social media, enhancing his reputation as a notable figure in the AI field. After leaving Huawei in December 2022, he established Agibot in February 2023, aiming to innovate in the robotics sector.
Agibot's product line features several humanoid robot models tailored for a variety of applications, ranging from household tasks to industrial operations. The company has attracted substantial backing from prominent investors, including HongShan (formerly Sequoia China), Hillhouse Investment, and electric vehicle manufacturer BYD.
The move to mass-produce humanoid robots by Agibot is anticipated to intensify the already fierce competition among Chinese firms in the robotics industry. Local government bodies are reportedly working to offer policy support to this burgeoning sector, highlighting the significance of robotics and AI in China's economic landscape. The South China Morning Post is reporting that this competitive environment is likely to spur further advancements and innovations in AI automation for businesses across the country.
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