Trump appoints Sriram Krishnan as senior AI policy advisor
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In a significant development concerning the future of artificial intelligence (AI) policy in the United States, President-elect Donald Trump has appointed Sriram Krishnan as a senior policy advisor for AI within the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy. The announcement was made on Sunday, December 22, 2024, and highlights Krishnan’s extensive background in technology and venture capitalism.
Krishnan, who previously worked as a general partner at Andreessen Horowitz, is set to collaborate closely with David Sacks, who has been designated as Trump's "AI and crypto czar." In a statement announcing the appointment, Trump expressed his optimism regarding this new team, declaring, "Together, we will unleash scientific breakthroughs, ensure America's technological dominance, and usher in a Golden Age of American Innovation!"
Commenting on his new role, Krishnan expressed gratitude for the opportunity to contribute to what he described as American leadership in AI. In a post on social media platform X, he said, "I'm honored to be able to serve our country and ensure continued American leadership in AI working closely with @DavidSacks. Thank you @realDonaldTrump for this opportunity."
Krishnan's background is rooted in high-level technology leadership positions at major firms such as Microsoft Corporation, Twitter, Meta Platforms Inc., and Snap Inc. His extensive experience in product development and strategic innovation is expected to play a critical role in shaping the country's approach to AI technologies. Notably, he has also maintained a close relationship with Elon Musk, who co-leads the Department of Government Efficiency under Trump's administration.
The appointment has been met with enthusiasm from the venture capital community. Marc Andreessen, co-founder of Andreessen Horowitz, praised Krishnan's selection as a "1,000x upgrade for the U.S. government" on X, signifying a strong shift towards proactive leadership in AI policy. Musk echoed this sentiment, affirming Andreessen's assessment.
Analysts suggest that Krishnan’s appointment could signal a new era of AI regulation and policy-making, which may enhance the U.S.'s competitiveness in emerging technologies. As companies and innovators increasingly integrate AI into their business practices, the government's strategic guidance in this area could have substantial implications for future advancements in AI-driven solutions.
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