South Dakota committee addresses AI's energy consumption challenges
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Amid growing concerns regarding the implications of artificial intelligence on energy consumption, the South Dakota Legislature’s interim Study Committee on Artificial Intelligence and Regulation of Internet Access by Minors convened this summer to explore these issues in detail. A key focus of the committee, co-chaired by District 24 Representative Mike Weisgram of Fort Pierre, was the substantial power requirements of data centres that support AI technologies.
The topic garnered significant attention, and Weisgram indicated that discussions regarding the energy demands of AI infrastructure will continue during the 2025 legislative session in South Dakota. He anticipates that this will be a pivotal issue, especially given the increasing reliance on AI applications across various sectors.
Senator Jim Mehlhaff of Pierre voiced concerns about the strain that AI data centres could place on the nation's power grid. The projected escalation in energy consumption is likely to become a pressing challenge for energy providers and policymakers alike as the demand for AI capabilities expands.
Furthermore, Weisgram shared insights on potential responses to this looming energy crisis, notably the anticipated impact of the Trump Administration's policies regarding coal-fired power plants. He expressed his belief that there may be a slowdown in the closure of these facilities, which has historically been part of a broader trend toward reducing reliance on fossil fuels for energy generation. In addition, he forecasted a rise in the deployment of small nuclear generators over the next decade as an alternative energy source to support increased electricity needs.
The discussions held by the interim committee underscore the intricate interplay between advancements in artificial intelligence and the challenges posed by energy consumption, setting the stage for critical legislative debates in the near future. As the technology continues to evolve, stakeholders will need to address not only the benefits of AI but also its significant implications for the energy landscape in South Dakota and beyond.
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