The rise of generative AI and the emergence of AI slop
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In 2024, the landscape of online media is becoming increasingly dominated by generative AI, to the extent that the term "AI slop" has emerged to describe the low-quality content proliferating across various platforms. According to the MIT Technology Review, these AI-driven creations, ranging from text to images and videos, have gained traction due to their ease of use, allowing users to generate content quickly with just a few prompts.
AI slop can now be found in numerous domains of the internet, influencing newsletters, books available for purchase on Amazon, advertisements, articles, and social media posts. Content that elicits emotional responses, such as images featuring vulnerable individuals or poignant themes surrounding ongoing global conflicts, is particularly prone to widespread sharing. This phenomenon not only amplifies engagement but also enhances advertising revenues for those producing such content.
The alarming rise of AI slop raises concerns about the future reliability and performance of the AI models responsible for generating this material. As these models rely on data sourced from the internet, an increase in low-quality content could lead to a deterioration in the overall quality of outputs generated by AI, as stated in the MIT Technology Review.
In parallel with the proliferation of AI-generated text and images, 2024 has also seen the impact of these technologies on real-world situations. For instance, an event named Willy's Chocolate Experience, loosely inspired by Roald Dahl's iconic story, gained international attention this February. The extravagant marketing materials generated by AI led attendees to expect a grandiose experience, only to be met with a sparsely decorated venue upon arrival. 
Moreover, in an incident that highlighted the potential for misinformation, a Halloween parade in Dublin turned out to be fabricated. A website based in Pakistan used AI to create a faux list of events for the celebration, which circulated widely on social media prior to October 31. The absence of any actual event resulted in widespread confusion, illustrating how misplaced trust in AI-generated content can have tangible repercussions. 
Amidst these trends, new developments in the realm of AI image generation are also emerging. Notably, Grok, an assistant developed by Elon Musk's company xAI, has been launched with minimal restrictions on the types of images users can create. While most prominent AI image generators employ safeguards to prevent the production of explicit or harmful content, Grok operates with nearly no guardrails, reflecting Musk's stated opposition to what he terms "woke AI."
The integration of AI technologies into various facets of business and media presents a dual-edged scenario. While the capability to generate abundant content quickly brings economic opportunities, it also raises serious questions about the quality, authenticity, and potential consequences of the material being disseminated in an increasingly digitised world.
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