Surge in AI tokens captures cryptocurrency market's attention
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The surge in AI tokens has become a notable trend within the cryptocurrency market, recently achieving a market capitalisation of $49 billion, reflecting an increase of 14.9% over the last 24 hours. This uptrend has generated significant excitement among investors and traders, particularly with leading tokens such as $VIRTUALS (Virtuals Protocol) and $AI16Z (AI16z) ranking among the top ten AI coins in terms of market value.
Despite the gain in AI tokens, traditional meme coins continue to see a robust performance, with a collective market cap reaching $117 billion, representing an 8.9% increase. Investor Haseeb Qureshi from Dragonfly Capital has shared optimism regarding the potential of AI tokens, asserting that the advanced capabilities of AI agents will soon surpass those of meme coins, projecting such a development could unfold before the close of 2025. He elaborated that these agents are more complex than mere bots, possessing the ability to learn, adapt, and address intricate decisions. Nonetheless, he acknowledged that their potential is currently hindered by challenges such as network congestion and prohibitively high costs.
In response to these challenges, Solaxy is developing a layer 2 solution on the Solana blockchain. This initiative aims to enhance transaction speeds and reduce utility gas fees by off-chaining workloads, therefore creating a more conducive environment for developers to build robust AI models. As Solaxy currently enters its presale phase, the $SOLX token has garnered substantial attention from the market.
Market analysis indicates that the combined market capitalisation of AI and data tokens stands at approximately $54.4 billion. In contrast, the memecoin sector has experienced a 17.7% decline in market value over the past 30 days, while AI tokens have only seen a minor decrease of 1.66%. As of the latest reports from CoinMarketCap, AI tokens have slightly increased to a market capitalisation of $55.05 billion with a trading volume of $4.83 billion recorded in the previous 24 hours.
Crypto trader Mckenna has voiced her positive outlook regarding the direction of AI tokens, suggesting that 2025 is poised to offer significant new opportunities for this technology. Meanwhile, Bitwise CEO Hunter Horsley has drawn a parallel between the evolution of AI agents and the corporate boom of the 19th century, indicating that these agents have the potential to revolutionise various sectors.
The growing enthusiasm surrounding AI agents has sparked intense interest within the cryptocurrency community, raising questions about the sustainability of this momentum. Some industry observers ponder whether the current excitement about innovation could fade over time, but for now, AI agents appear to be maintaining their relevance, signalling the onset of a new chapter in cryptocurrency evolution.
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