Job market shifts driven by AI and sustainability in the UK
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Recent developments in the job market, particularly in the UK, indicate a notable shift driven by advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) and a growing emphasis on sustainability. Research published by LinkedIn highlights that AI engineers and researchers are now among the fastest-growing professions in the country. LinkedIn's annual 'Jobs on the Rise' report showcases not only the evolution of the labour market but also addresses the pressing need for upskilling the workforce to align with future demands.
According to the report, while AI-related roles dominate the top rankings, environmental officer positions have also emerged as significant contenders, reflecting a dual focus on technological progress and environmental sustainability. Janine Chamberlin, Head of LinkedIn UK, noted, “New AI and sustainability roles are redefining work, but the competition for these roles and the need for upskilling are adding pressure.” This indicates that organisations must navigate a competitive landscape as they seek to fill vacancies, while workers face new challenges in acquiring relevant skills.
In light of the economic challenges and ongoing skills shortages, hiring trends have softened, with a significant portion of the workforce concerned about their readiness for the future. Approximately 20% of UK workers express apprehension about lacking the necessary skills for emerging roles. This sentiment is echoed by HR professionals, with a striking 45% reporting uncertainty regarding their company's understanding of skill requirements for 2025 and beyond.
LinkedIn's data reveals an optimistic forecast for the evolution of job roles, estimating that skills essential for jobs within the UK may change by as much as 65% by 2030 compared to 2016. The fact that more than half of the roles classified as 'Jobs on the Rise' did not exist merely a quarter-century ago underscores the pace of change.
Emerging roles such as data governance managers, energy managers, and pilots have also been identified as continuing to gain traction. LinkedIn’s insights predict that global demand for green talent will grow rapidly, outpacing the availability of qualified candidates. Specifically, the platform indicates that technical skills are difficult for 43% of organisations to source, while sustainability skills are similarly scarce, cited by 19% of companies.
As the workforce adjusts to the realities of hybrid and remote working models—where remote job applications reached 18% and hybrid postings 40%—the focus is increasingly on how individuals and businesses can remain competitive. Chamberlin remarked, “Yet, amidst these challenges, there is hope – over a third of job seekers are optimistic that the job market will improve in 2025." She emphasised that resilience, adaptability, and continuous learning will be essential for navigating the rapidly transforming job landscape.
This evolving situation calls for a proactive approach to upskilling. Businesses are encouraged to invest in training initiatives and adopt advanced AI tools to support their workforce, ensuring they remain at the forefront of the industry in a time of significant change.
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