Samsung's Ballie robot to launch in 2025 amidst scepticism
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Samsung has announced that its much-anticipated rolling robot, Ballie, is set to begin shipping to consumers in 2025. First unveiled at the Consumer Electronics Show (CES) five years ago, Ballie has received a practical redesign since its initial introduction, although some industry observers remain sceptical about its efficacy and durability. The announcements surrounding this product were made during Samsung's recent event at CES in Las Vegas.
During a demonstration at the trade show, the operator of Ballie showcased its features, including the ability to interact with users through voice commands and project virtual buttons on the floor for selection. For instance, when asked for information about a nearby attraction known as The Sphere, Ballie projected an image onto the ground before adapting to project the information onto a nearby wall for a larger display. The robot's capacity to make adjustments based on user needs was evident, as it seamlessly transitioned its projection method.
Ballie functions as a portable projector, delivering a demonstration with Sony’s film Uncharted, and responding to commands such as enlargement of the image. While the projection light levels might not offer high brightness, particularly when used on walls, the audio output from its built-in speakers was noted to be sufficiently robust.
The robot also appears to leverage visual AI capabilities, as demonstrated when an operator queried it about wine pairings for a dinner. Most responses were executed promptly; however, the controlled environment of the demo raises questions about the breadth of Ballie's capabilities in real-world scenarios.
Privacy concerns have also surfaced regarding Ballie’s interaction with users. For example, it did not provide a health warning concerning alcohol consumption during the wine pairing discussion, signalling a reliance on pre-programmed information rather than autonomous reasoning.
Ballie serves not only as a social and entertainment aid but also integrates into smart home ecosystems, with users able to command it to adjust lighting and other smart devices. The evolving vision for Ballie suggests a focus on usability within the consumer environment, despite shifts from Samsung’s original concept.
As excitement builds around the product's launch, questions regarding its pricing linger. Sources from CNET and TechCrunch reported that Ballie is set to debut in the "first half of 2025", and further clarifications are expected to be revealed during Samsung’s CES keynote. As the consumer electronics industry continues to advance, the arrival of Ballie may prompt various discussions related to robotics, automation, and their roles within everyday life.
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