Piers Linney backs UK's AI Opportunities Action Plan as vital for economic growth
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Former Dragon’s Den investor Piers Linney has expressed his support for the UK’s recently announced ‘AI Opportunities Action Plan’, asserting that this initiative is vital for positioning the country as a formidable player in the global artificial intelligence landscape. The announcement was made by Labour leader Keir Starmer on Monday, although the groundwork for the plan was laid under the guidance of tech entrepreneur Matt Clifford.
The primary objective of the AI Opportunities Action Plan is to harness the potential of AI technology to stimulate economic growth in the UK. In a recent post on LinkedIn, Linney commended the initiative, stating, “Falling behind will lead to global irrelevance and wealth destruction. Catching up in an exponential world is impossible.” He further noted the urgent nature of the AI race, indicating that prompt action will allow nations to lead, while inaction risks relegation to the sidelines. “This plan signals the UK’s intent not just to keep up but to set the pace,” he added.
Linney also shared a video of Clifford from the Department for Science, Innovation and Technology (DSIT), remarking that the plan is “a step in the right direction.” However, he raised concerns regarding the specifics of the implementation of the strategy. He questioned the purpose behind the construction of new data centres, emphasizing that data must be made “accessible to all businesses, not just the big players.” This highlights a growing concern about the equitable distribution of AI resources and capabilities among various business sizes.
Additionally, Linney pointed out that small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), which represent 99 per cent of UK businesses, require more substantial support in effectively implementing AI technologies. He stated, “The UK’s 5.6m SMEs must be supported to implement AI effectively. Applying linear plans to an exponential future will not work.” 
He expressed that while the AI Action Plan is a positive move, it currently appears insufficiently bold in addressing the challenges faced by SMEs. Linney concluded by stressing the need for the UK to develop its own solutions to overcome perceived challenges stemming from the EU AI Act, indicating that the current landscape necessitates innovative and flexible approaches to regulation and support.
This statement reflects the complex and rapidly evolving landscape of business automation and AI technology, as stakeholders across various sectors consider the implications of regulatory frameworks and their effectiveness in fostering an environment conducive to technological advancement.
Source: Noah Wire Services
Bibliography
1. https://www.computerweekly.com/opinion/The-AI-Opportunities-Action-Plan-is-recommended-reading - Corroborates the announcement of the UK's AI Opportunities Action Plan and its key objectives, including the long-term plan for AI infrastructure and the expansion of the AI Research Resource.
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/uk-ai-action-plan-2025/ - Supports the details of the AI Opportunities Action Plan, including boosting public computing capacity, creating a training data library, and building AI hubs in deindustrialised areas.
https://www.computerweekly.com/opinion/The-AI-Opportunities-Action-Plan-is-recommended-reading - Provides information on the role of Matt Clifford in the development of the AI Opportunities Action Plan and his continued involvement as an advisor.
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/uk-ai-action-plan-2025/ - Quotes Prime Minister Keir Starmer on the plan's objectives to make Britain a world leader in AI, creating jobs and investment.
https://bethebusiness.com/beyond-the-hype-make-ai-work-for-you - Highlights the importance of supporting small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in implementing AI technologies, aligning with Piers Linney's concerns.
https://www.implementai.io - Details the need for tailored AI strategies and support for SMEs, as emphasized by Implement AI's approach to helping businesses adopt AI technologies.
https://www.computerweekly.com/opinion/The-AI-Opportunities-Action-Plan-is-recommended-reading - Addresses the concern about the equitable distribution of AI resources and capabilities among various business sizes, as raised by Piers Linney.
https://www.techrepublic.com/article/uk-ai-action-plan-2025/ - Discusses the plan's focus on innovation and the shift from a risk-averse approach, which aligns with Linney's comments on the urgency of the AI race.
https://bethebusiness.com/beyond-the-hype-make-ai-work-for-you - Corroborates the importance of practical and tailored support for SMEs in adopting AI, reflecting Linney's call for more substantial support.
https://www.implementai.io - Supports the need for innovative and flexible approaches to regulation and support, as highlighted by Linney's comments on overcoming challenges from the EU AI Act.
https://www.cityam.com/former-bbc-dragons-den-star-backs-uk-ai-action-plan/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
image1.jpg
AMPSSTUNITIES ATTION PIE EKSD COOVIOINCHES
Al I SOUINITIES ACTIOR PIAM' OR EXONOOIUC BEONTTH

Al Vector y-flasttyle pofessionell x2D Assereue of ACoportuntides
UK Rortiof 'or Adetomiy Growdh to ano Exoromie Grown





