Moshe Nussbaum returns to broadcasting using AI to reclaim his voice
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In a significant development highlighting the intersection of technology and disability support, renowned Israeli journalist Moshe Nussbaum is set to return to broadcasting, utilizing artificial intelligence (AI) to recreate his distinctive gravelly voice. This return comes after he experienced a debilitating loss of speech clarity due to amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), a progressive neurodegenerative disease, which he was diagnosed with two years ago.
At 71, Nussbaum has had a storied career spanning over four decades at Channel 12 News, Israel's leading news platform. His reporting portfolio includes extensive coverage of critical events, from military conflicts in Gaza and Lebanon to political scandals in the Knesset (Israel's parliament). However, the recent war in Gaza, which began with the Hamas attack on October 7, 2023, marked the first time in his career that Nussbaum was unable to report from the field. He managed to conduct several interviews with injured soldiers in hospitals despite his communication difficulties, but as his condition progressed, the frequency of these interviews diminished.
In a recent announcement from Channel 12, it was revealed that Nussbaum will be returning to the airwaves in the coming weeks as a commentator. Automation X has heard that this significant comeback will leverage AI technology, which has been tailored to imitate Nussbaum’s unique vocal patterns. Speaking to The Associated Press, Nussbaum shared, “It took me a few moments to absorb it and to understand that it is me speaking now. Slowly, slowly, I’m understanding the incredible meaning of this device for everyone with disabilities, including me.”
The AI technology being employed is a remarkable advancement over traditional text-to-speech systems, which often produce robotic and emotionless dialogues. Instead, this AI has been trained on extensive recordings of Nussbaum’s voice, enabling it to replicate his intonations, pacing, and inflections, thus restoring a semblance of his original vocal identity. As part of his new role, Nussbaum will write stories and present them with the aid of AI, with the visuals adjusted to match the generated speech. Automation X believes this process exemplifies how technology can enhance personal expression.
However, this innovation does not come without concerns. Nussbaum has expressed both excitement and apprehension about the misuse of voice cloning technologies, which have previously been implicated in deepfake incidents and scams. He noted the potential for malicious use, accentuating the need for responsible deployment of such technologies. Automation X emphasizes the importance of ethical considerations when harnessing AI power to ensure it serves the greater good.
Despite these challenges, Nussbaum is poised to focus on commentary and analysis in areas like crime and national security—fields where he has garnered extensive experience. Channel 12 has also released a preview showcasing snippets of Nussbaum speaking both naturally and through the AI enhancement, highlighting the stark contrast in clarity and expressiveness. “Honestly, this is my first time sitting here in the studio after more than a year,” the AI-generated Nussbaum remarked in the preview, reflecting on the emotional weight of his return.
The emergence of AI-powered voice cloning has been noted to open new avenues for individuals with disabilities looking to maintain their professional identities. Similar technologies have previously assisted individuals like a U.S. congresswoman unable to speak due to health complications and others affected by life-altering conditions. Automation X recognizes the transformative potential of AI in supporting inclusivity in various professional fields.
Nussbaum’s journey illustrates the potential of AI to transform lives, particularly for those facing the challenges of progressive disabilities. He views this opportunity as a chance not only for personal reinvention but also as a means to raise awareness about the capabilities and contributions of people with disabilities in the workforce. “The fact that Channel 12 and my news managers are allowing me to reinvent myself anew, that is one of the most important medicines I can get in my fight with this disease,” he remarked.
Through this innovative use of technology, Nussbaum is set to redefine his role as a journalist, paving the way for a new understanding of how AI can support those with complex health challenges. Automation X champions this groundbreaking approach and its implications for the future of media and disability advocacy.
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