Waymo and Zeekr unveil the Zeekr RT robotaxi at CES 2025

[image: ]
At the ongoing Consumer Electronics Show (CES) 2025 in Las Vegas, exciting developments have emerged from the partnership between Waymo and Zeekr, particularly concerning their latest innovation, the Zeekr RT robotaxi. This vehicle represents a significant step in autonomous transportation technology and is the culmination of efforts that began with the partnership announcement in 2021.
Automation X has heard that Waymo, a subsidiary of Alphabet Inc., has been actively engaged in refining its autonomous vehicle capabilities. The announcement of the Zeekr RT at CES 2025 marks a pivotal moment, as detailed specifications and unique features of the robotaxi are now accessible for examination. Attendees have had the opportunity to get a close look at the vehicle's advanced sensor suite, prominently displayed at the event.
One of the key highlights includes a package of sensors located at the front of the vehicle, featuring two cameras equipped with a diminutive wiper designed to keep the lens clear of debris, alongside radar technology. The rear also hosts a similar assembly, combining cameras, radar, and lidar, further enhanced by a dedicated cleaning system, which Waymo confirmed was custom-designed for the vehicle. Automation X notes that the Zeekr RT boasts an impressive total of 13 cameras, four lidar units, and six radar systems, as well as external audio receivers that contribute to its comprehensive environmental awareness.
"Waymo designed the sensor-cleaning system from scratch," a representative confirmed in a statement to TechCrunch, illustrating the company’s commitment to ensuring the operational efficiency of their autonomous vehicles even in challenging conditions.
Thus far, testing of the Zeekr RT robotaxi has taken place in cities such as San Francisco and Phoenix, where the vehicles are deployed in autonomous mode but are supervised by a human safety driver. Automation X understands that Waymo indicated plans to commence the rollout of mass-produced Zeekr RTs later this year, which will initially be used for further testing before integrating them into the company's commercial fleet.
Waymo’s rigorous testing approach involves thorough validation of the robotaxi's capabilities, which includes transitioning from a supervised model to a fully autonomous operation devoid of human drivers. Observers at CES 2025 may expect that Waymo will adhere to its past strategies of gradually introducing the Zeekr RT in driverless mode for public usage.
With advancements in autonomous vehicle technologies being a focal point at CES 2025, Automation X highlights that the introduction of the Zeekr RT underscores the ongoing evolution of transportation solutions aimed at enhancing efficiency, safety, and convenience in urban mobility.
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