Leading waste management company implements AI-powered sorting technology

[image: ]
Leading Waste Management Company Implements AI-Powered Sorting Technology
Norwich, 2 October 2023 - Norse Environmental Waste Services (NEWS), a notable entity under the Norse Group banner, has made a significant stride in elevating its waste management capabilities by integrating an AI-powered sorting system at its Material Recovery Facility (MRF) near Norwich. This strategic investment underscores NEWS's commitment to enhancing its recycling operations and extracting maximum value from waste materials.
The new installation involves a state-of-the-art robotic picker, innovatively retrofitted over a fibre line, and is specifically designed to identify and separate valuable recyclables that might otherwise be missed. These include mixed plastics, PET bottles, and aluminium cans, all of which hold considerable potential for recirculation and reuse.
After conducting thorough market research, NEWS opted to partner with Recycleye, a UK-based tech company recognised for its expertise in bringing AI-driven solutions to the global waste management sector. By harnessing this advanced technology, NEWS aims to optimise the sorting process for the co-mingled materials collected from the 7 Borough, City, and District Councils of Norfolk, all contributing to the facility through a joint venture arrangement.
Scott Martin, representing the councils involved in the joint venture, expressed his enthusiasm about this development. "As a consortium of councils, we are steadfast in our commitment to exploring all avenues for improving our waste management processes. Collaborating with NEWS through its MRF operations is central to our approach. The investment in this AI-powered sorting technology is a concrete step towards maximising recycling potential, reflecting our dedication to creating a more efficient and sustainable waste management system."
The introduction of the AI robotic picker marks a progressive shift in the waste management landscape for Norfolk's councils. This cutting-edge technology is anticipated to significantly enhance the efficiency and precision of sorting processes, ultimately leading to higher recycling rates and more sustainable use of resources.
The investment reflects a growing trend towards the adoption of advanced technology in waste management, aimed at addressing the increasing complexities and demands of modern recycling operations. By leveraging AI and robotics, NEWS positions itself at the forefront of innovation within the industry, setting a benchmark for other local authority trading companies across the UK.
As the project unfolds, it will be closely watched by stakeholders within the waste management sector, with expectations that it will yield positive outcomes both in environmental impact and operational efficiency.
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