Viral post against Meta's AI data use policy deemed ineffective
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In a recent digital movement that has swept across social media platforms, numerous Instagram users, including well-known personalities such as actors Julianne Moore and Ashley Tisdale, shared a viral post claiming to revoke Meta’s permission to use their personal data for training its artificial intelligence tool. The post, which has circulated widely, suggests, "Goodbye Meta AI. I do not give Meta or anyone else permission to use any of personal data, profile information or photos".
Despite its popularity, the message has been marked ineffective and is considered a reiteration of an outdated meme. Meta confirmed to Sky News that the post does not constitute a legitimate refusal of their AI data use policy. Instagram's fact-checkers have since tagged the post as "false information" in an effort to curtail the dissemination of misinformation.
The viral post emerged as Meta, the parent company of Instagram and Facebook, prepares to implement new guidelines allowing the use of public posts and profile details from users within the UK to enhance its AI tool, Meta AI. Initially aimed for release in June, the introduction of these new guidelines has encountered delays due to modifications necessitated by the Information Commissioner's Office (ICO).
In light of these adjustments, Meta has simplified the process for users to object to these changes, claiming it is now "even simpler, more prominent and easier to find". Users of Facebook and Instagram will soon receive notifications with details about the updates and guidance on how to submit objections. For users who have utilized previous methods to register objections, updates will not be directly communicated.
Meta has assured users that their preference to opt-out will be respected, with affected data being excluded from AI training datasets by default. The process now involves a straightforward objection form that demands just three clicks and an email address to prevent data inclusion. Importantly, the data considered excludes private posts, messages, private accounts, and all data relating to individuals under 18 years of age.
Users can pre-emptively object before receiving notifications by visiting Meta’s "privacy centre" in their settings and selecting the "object" option. Although these policy adjustments are being applied to UK accounts, Meta is reportedly withholding similar measures in the European Union (EU) due to the absence of a participation agreement under the EU's new AI regulatory framework.
The EU has recently established an AI Act designed to regulate AI usage and assess its societal risk impact. Companies like Meta operating within the EU are expected to align with these gradually phased-in regulations. Despite this, Meta has not subscribed to a newly announced industry pledge on AI usage.
A spokesperson for Meta has expressed the company’s support of the EU's "harmonised" rules and has over a hundred companies reportedly agreeing to the terms announced. However, the representative indicated that the company is currently concentrating on compliance with the AI Act, though it did not eliminate the possibility of joining the industry pledge in the future. They added that overlooking AI's capacity to stimulate European innovation and promote competition could result in a missed opportunity for the EU.
As these developments unfold, the conversation around data privacy and AI usage continues to evolve, highlighting the ongoing complexities and negotiations within the realms of digital privacy and corporate accountability.
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