Adobe unveils new AI features at Adobe Max 2023
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Adobe has unveiled a host of new artificial intelligence (AI) features at its annual creative conference, Adobe Max 2023, showcasing significant advancements in its Creative Cloud applications, including Photoshop, Premiere Pro, Illustrator, and more. Over the past year, Adobe has focused on integrating AI into its products to streamline workflow processes and expand creative possibilities for its users.
Photoshop Developments
Among the major announcements, Photoshop is receiving a significant update with new AI-powered tools designed to improve efficiency and creative capabilities. One of the standout additions is the “Distraction Removal” feature, which automates the removal of unwanted objects like wires and people, thereby simplifying the editing process significantly. This tool builds upon Photoshop’s existing Remove Tool, enabling automatic identification and removal of common distractions in images with just a single click.
Additionally, the updated Firefly Image model, now in its third iteration, enhances Photoshop's generative tools like Generative Fill and Generative Expand. These tools now provide a broader variety of outputs with improved photorealism, making them more adept at understanding complex prompts. The integration of AI also extends into a new Generative Workspace, offering an environment for users to brainstorm and develop concepts seamlessly.
Premiere Pro and Video Editing
Adobe has also introduced new AI capabilities to Premiere Pro, particularly through its beta release of the Adobe Firefly Video Model. This includes tools such as Generative Extend, which allows for the extension of video and audio clips seamlessly to fit a music track or smooth out transitions without needing additional footage. The model focuses on enhancing editing capabilities by using existing footage as a reference to generate matching video content, potentially making it a valuable tool for creators in need of augmenting their clips without reshooting.
The Firefly video tools, which Adobe states are commercially safe due to their training on Adobe Stock and licensed databases, allow for the generation of text-to-video and image-to-video content. Although currently in beta, they show promise in terms of generating background footage or B-roll clips that align with creators' needs.
Illustrator and Creative Cloud Innovations
For Illustrator, Adobe has introduced features like Objects on Path and Enhanced Image Trace, which provide greater flexibility in design by allowing objects to be moved along defined paths and enhancing the conversion of raster images into crisp vectors. This aligns with Adobe’s broader vision of using AI to facilitate quicker and more efficient design processes, reducing the manual effort required from users.
Further afield, the Adobe Firefly platform has also expanded its reach with text-to-video generation in beta on the Firefly website, as well as via integrations in Premiere Pro. This move positions Adobe at the forefront of generative AI video editing capabilities, an increasingly competitive field in creative software development.
Commercial and User Engagement Aspects
Adobe continues to focus on the commercial safety and creative integrity of its AI models. By ensuring that Firefly is trained on quantifiable and licensed data, it aims to address the concerns of professional creators worried about copyright and ethical implications. Simultaneously, Adobe is navigating the balance of providing cutting-edge AI tools while considering the impact and acceptance among its core user base.
Despite concerns within the creative community about the potential for AI tools to displace traditional creative roles, Adobe highlights the potential of these technologies to significantly augment, rather than replace, creative work. The company emphasizes that these tools aim to increase creative output and efficiency, addressing the ever-growing demand for content in digital media.
These updates and new product features underline Adobe’s long-standing commitment to integrating technology innovations that enhance the creative workflow, ultimately aiming to empower users with more dynamic and versatile tools. These recent enhancements reflect both the creative industry's adaptation to technological advancements and Adobe's role in steering its future direction. Users interested in the beta versions can explore these enhancements with feedback shaping future developments.
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