Federal agencies invest over one billion dollars in artificial intelligence
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Federal agencies in the United States are making significant strides in the realm of artificial intelligence (AI) investment, with over one billion dollars allocated towards its research and development. This investment is part of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023, which underscores the government's commitment to integrating AI in a manner that prioritizes both security and responsibility.
The integration of AI into federal operations presents unique challenges that differ notably from traditional software deployment. Given these challenges, agencies are exploring innovative approaches to ensure that AI models are not only scalable but also seamlessly blend into existing operational frameworks. One such approach gaining traction is ModelOps, which is specifically designed to tackle the intricacies associated with AI model development and deployment. ModelOps promotes a continuous-loop development cycle, which is intended to accelerate growth and optimise results.
Kathleen Featheringham, the Managing Director of AI and Machine Learning at Maximus, highlighted the current technological climate as a unique opportunity. She noted that federal agencies are actively seeking collaboration with industry partners to harness AI's potential. Featheringham expressed that while AI can significantly enhance workflows and expedite data analysis, there remains a crucial need for human oversight to ensure its responsible application. "We can integrate AI to make workflows and processes better, or to quickly analyze information and data, but there still needs to be a human being at the other end to provide that critical thinking," she stated.
As federal agencies pursue the adoption of AI, they are encouraged to employ the ModelOps strategy to streamline this process and maximize beneficial outcomes. The ongoing dialogue between government entities and private sector partners is a critical component in navigating the complexities of AI implementation.
This initiative signifies a major step in the federal government's efforts to advance technological capabilities and adapt to the rapidly evolving digital environment, setting the stage for the enhanced role of AI in public sector operations.
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