Google develops new AI reasoning model to compete with OpenAI

[image: ]
In a rapidly evolving technological landscape, the competition among tech giants over artificial intelligence (AI) breakthroughs continues to intensify. Recent reports indicate that Google is strategically positioning itself in the AI arms race by developing a new AI reasoning model aimed at emulating human-like cognitive processes. This endeavour is seen as a direct counter to OpenAI's innovative O1 model, previously codenamed "Strawberry."
According to a report by Bloomberg, several teams within Google are collaborating on an AI initiative that emphasises human-like reasoning. This involves the integration of a unique technique known as "thought prompting," which enables the AI system to pause momentarily before responding. This subtle delay mimics the natural human thinking process, which typically occurs in milliseconds, fostering more nuanced and thoughtful interactions.
While OpenAI has been rapidly launching new features and advancements, Google's strategy appears more deliberate and introspective. Insiders convey confidence in Google's technical prowess, underlining that while the company may seem less hurried in its rollout of AI products, it remains firmly committed to its core values of ethical and responsible AI development. This approach prioritises user trust and long-term technological sustainability.
Further cementing its standing in the AI arena, Google exhibited two advanced AI models in July: AlphaProof and AlphaGeometry 2. These models demonstrated exceptional capabilities in solving complex mathematical problems, outperforming many skilled human participants. During the International Mathematical Olympiad—an annual competition that tests students on challenging subjects like algebra and geometry—these models succeeded in answering four out of six questions correctly. Such achievements underscore Google's dedication to enhancing AI's advanced reasoning skills, a goal championed by DeepMind's CEO, Demis Hassabis.
In addition to these developments, Google introduced Astra, an innovative AI assistant with the ability to visually interpret surroundings using a phone camera. Designed to provide real-time assistance for queries involving visual data—such as locating misplaced items—Astra represents a significant advancement in AI utility. This technology is slated for integration into Google's prominent AI model, Gemini, representing the next step in the evolution of AI-powered solutions, expected to launch later this year.
Demis Hassabis emphasises the importance of advanced mathematical reasoning for the evolution of truly intelligent AI. According to him, the capacity to tackle complex problems with human-like reasoning is crucial for AI systems aspiring to achieve comprehensive intelligence.
As OpenAI and Google continue to extend the boundaries of artificial intelligence, the competitive landscape is marked by a shared pursuit: to imbue machines with capabilities akin to human thought processes. While the timeline for Google's upcoming model remains undisclosed, it is apparent that Google intends to keep pace with OpenAI's innovations. This ongoing technological contest signifies a significant chapter in the development of AI, with both companies striving to redefine the possibilities of machine intelligence.
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