Exploring AI's potential with the Try AI series
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Despite the growing excitement around artificial intelligence (AI), its integration into daily lives might not be as widespread as presumed, a situation elucidated by a recent study from the Pew Research Center. This survey revealed that only 58% of adults in the United States are familiar with ChatGPT, a prominent AI tool, with a mere 24% of those individuals going on to actually utilise the platform. When factored into the wider population, that translates to just 18% of US adults engaging with the technology in some form. 
PCMag journalists, Brian Westover and Emily Forlini, are looking to bridge this gap in AI usage through their new series, Try AI. The series is designed to illuminate the diverse, practical applications of AI that extend beyond the more commonly mentioned tasks such as drafting emails or composing humorous lyrics.
Brian Westover, a seasoned technology journalist with 14 years of experience, brings extensive knowledge of AI tools from his position at PCMag. A dedicated early adopter of ChatGPT, Westover maintains a daily reliance on AI technologies. His extensive experience is not limited to writing and reviewing AI-enabled laptops and processors, but also encompasses providing guidance on handling open-source AI models and automating specific tasks through custom tools.
Meanwhile, Emily Forlini, a former insider within the technology sector and now a tech reporter, complements the series with her expertise in emerging technologies. Her extensive coverage of electric vehicles (EVs) and artificial intelligence at PCMag includes pioneering AI chatbot reviews and maintaining a dynamic ranking of top chatbots. Forlini's insights are further enriched by interactions with key futurists like Ray Kurzweil, helping her identify and dissect significant AI trends.
The series, Try AI, seeks to blend Westover's analytical approach to hardware and Forlini's investigative journalism into compelling narratives that showcase less conventional uses of AI. Their goal is to help readers navigate the world of generative AI applications, many of which are accessible for free. By sharing their personal experiences on overcoming challenges through AI, the series aims to empower readers with novel techniques, helping them harness AI to enhance various aspects of life, be it health, entrepreneurship, or everyday transactions.
By positioning the series as a guide, much like a cooking show, Westover and Forlini intend to not only demonstrate practical applications but also encourage users to develop their own unique AI-driven solutions. The series will illustrate the versatility and potential of AI in making day-to-day life more efficient, tackling the issues of time management, financial savings, and handling modern life's complexities.
As AI continues to evolve and integrate into technology, Westover and Forlini's collaboration in Try AI promises to elucidate tangible applications, offering insights that may reshape perceptions of AI from being a conceptual novelty to a functional everyday asset.
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