Alcon Entertainment sues Elon Musk and Tesla over copyright infringement
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Alcon Entertainment, the Hollywood production company behind the 2017 film "Blade Runner 2049," has filed a lawsuit against Elon Musk, Tesla, and Warner Bros. Discovery, alleging that they infringed on the company's copyright. The legal action, filed in the U.S. District Court in Los Angeles on Monday, accuses Musk and his companies of unlawfully using imagery associated with "Blade Runner 2049" to promote Tesla's new autonomous vehicle, referred to as a "robotaxi."
The lawsuit claims that Musk and Tesla used artificial intelligence to create images that closely resembled scenes from "Blade Runner 2049" during a Tesla event held on October 10 on the Warner Bros. lot. Alcon asserts that it refused a request from Warner Bros. Discovery to use images from the film. Despite this refusal, the lawsuit states that Musk proceeded with showcasing AI-generated visuals that mirrored scenes from the movie, including one featuring a lookalike of the film's star, Ryan Gosling.
Alcon's complaint describes this action as a "bad-faith and intentionally malicious gambit" designed to attract a broader global audience by associating the futuristic vehicle from the film with Tesla's new product, thereby boosting the latter's market appeal. The lawsuit details a particular image from the event that features a figure reminiscent of Gosling's character in "Blade Runner 2049," overlooking a cityscape engulfed in a thick, orange-hued smog, similar to the film’s dystopian setting.
The event, which was live-streamed, marked the unveiling of Tesla's Cybercab, an autonomous vehicle that the company claims will revolutionize urban travel. This is a significant moment for Tesla and for Musk himself, as the success of the Cybercab is seen as crucial to maintaining Tesla's competitive position and its substantial market valuation of about $800 billion. However, the rollout of self-driving technology has faced various challenges and remains under scrutiny.
Moreover, the lawsuit raises concerns about the potential impacts on upcoming projects related to the "Blade Runner" franchise, particularly a new television series "Blade Runner 2099" slated for Amazon Prime Video.
While Alcon Entertainment demands a jury trial and seeks financial damages, neither Warner Bros. Discovery nor Tesla has offered immediate comments on these allegations. The complaint highlights a broader tension between Alcon and Musk, pointing to Musk's public persona and its potential implications for brand affiliations.
This lawsuit adds to the list of challenges currently facing Musk and his business ventures. Warner Bros. Discovery CEO David Zaslav and Musk, who have been noted for appearing together at social events, also become entangled in the legal wranglings, potentially complicating existing business dynamics.
In the midst of these complexities, Musk’s ongoing political and social activities, including his controversial presence and statements on social media platforms, add another layer of attention to this case. The unfolding legal proceedings will likely continue to attract significant interest from both the media and the public as Alcon's claims are addressed in the judicial arena.
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