Olivia Nuzzi departs New York magazine amid Robert F. Kennedy Jr. controversy, while News Corp sues Perplexity AI for copyright infringement
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Olivia Nuzzi, a prominent political writer known for her work with New York magazine, has discreetly parted ways with the publication. This development follows public attention surrounding her personal relationship with former presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Despite the controversy, an independent investigation by Davis Wright Tremaine, a respected law firm, found no evidence of inaccuracies or bias in Nuzzi's campaign reporting for the 2024 election. In a statement, New York Magazine expressed confidence in her journalistic integrity but noted that agreeing to part ways was mutually considered the best course for both parties. Olivia Nuzzi’s lawyer, Ari Wilkenfeld, confirmed that separate investigations upheld the accuracy of her reports, further emphasizing her commendable conduct in the matter.
In a separate major development, media conglomerate News Corp, headed by Rupert Murdoch, has initiated legal proceedings against Perplexity AI, accusing the firm of unlawfully using its copyrighted content. This lawsuit, filed by Dow Jones, the parent company of The Wall Street Journal, along with the New York Post, claims that Perplexity’s artificial intelligence technology unlawfully scrapes and utilises content from their publications.
Perplexity AI is being accused of harnessing the publishers' work to build its “answer machine,” allegedly diverting readers and potential revenue away from the original sources. According to the complaint submitted in a Manhattan court, Perplexity allegedly trains its systems using extensive volumes of human-created news content, thereby undermining the publishers’ business models which rely heavily on advertising and subscriptions.
News Corp CEO Robert Thomson criticised Perplexity for what he described as a blatant violation of intellectual property rights, jeopardising the work and revenue of journalists and publishers. In his statement, Thomson reaffirmed News Corp’s commitment to protecting its content from unauthorised use, emphasising the difference between Perplexity and more compliant companies like OpenAI, with whom News Corp has established a licensing agreement reportedly valued at over $250 million.
This lawsuit highlights ongoing tensions between traditional media organisations and tech companies around the usage of online content. Recent developments in artificial intelligence, which allow companies to generate summaries or answers based on published content, have sparked concern among publishers about the circumvention of site visits, which are crucial for ad revenue.
Perplexity’s approach of offering direct answers and its promotional claim that users can ‘skip the links’ have drawn additional scrutiny, implying a tangible shift in how content is consumed and credited. The case follows a broader trend of legal challenges from media entities like The New York Times, which previously issued a cease-and-desist letter to Perplexity.
The outcome of this legal battle could have significant implications for how AI companies engage with copyrighted material moving forward, potentially reshaping the relationship between technology firms and media publishers. Meanwhile, Perplexity has yet to provide a public comment regarding these allegations.
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