OnePlus launches Android 15 open beta for select devices
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OnePlus Launches Android 15 Open Beta for Select Devices
OnePlus has initiated the rollout of its much-anticipated Android 15-based OxygenOS 15 through an open beta program. Contrary to previous indications of a general release on October 24, the Chinese smartphone manufacturer announced that the initial availability will be limited to an open beta, allowing users to trial the new operating system and provide feedback before a stable version is released.
The first recipients of the OxygenOS 15 open beta will be the flagship models OnePlus 12 and 12R, with the update scheduled for October 30. Following closely, the OnePlus Open and OnePlus Pad 2 are set to receive the open beta in November. Other eligible models will follow a staggered schedule, starting with the OnePlus 10 series, through to early 2025. This phased approach is intended to collect user feedback and refine the OS ahead of a full public release.
OxygenOS 15 introduces an array of new functionalities designed to enhance user experience, primarily focusing on artificial intelligence (AI) integration. New AI enhancements include tools like AI Detail Boost, which refines image quality, and AI Unblur, improving clarity of images. These features operate via cloud processing, ensuring sophisticated photo editing capabilities without overtaxing device hardware.
Concentrating on productivity, OxygenOS 15 incorporates Google Gemini-powered AI features such as AI Notes for automatic transcription and summarisation, and Circle to Search, which improves the search functionality. The AI Reply tool also showcases its utility by crafting responses based on the context of conversations on platforms like WhatsApp and Instagram.
OxygenOS 15 also targets improvements in navigation and user interface with parallel processing for animations, promising a smoother and more responsive experience when using multiple applications. Aesthetic updates include refreshed app icons and UI elements with a more rounded design, alongside the capability to personalise lock screens with cut-out photo elements.
Security enhancements in this iteration include a new Theft Detection feature, which employs device sensors to lock phones if theft is suspected. Additionally, the update boasts a reduced installation size, freeing up several gigabytes of space for users.
While the company's plans for a stable release timeline are contingent on insights gained throughout the open beta testing, OnePlus has illuminated a tentative timeline. Depending on regional factors and device models, a stable release could take from one to three months or potentially longer, should substantial bugs surface during beta testing.
Samsung's Wear OS 5 Nears Completion Amidst Pixel Watch Delays
In parallel technological advancements, Samsung has been advancing with its own software updates. The South Korean tech giant is preparing for the completion and distribution of its Wear OS 5 for the Galaxy Watch series. This comes after a comprehensive beta phase, with the update soon rolling out to Galaxy Watch 6 models, followed by the Galaxy Watch 5 and 4 series.
Wear OS 5, integrated with Samsung's One UI Watch interface, will bring notable enhancements, reflecting a commitment to robust user experience improvements. The rollout, however, contrasts Google's current challenges in deploying Wear OS 5 to older Pixel Watches, following reports of operational issues.
On the Samsung front, further developments regarding the One UI 7 based on Android 15 have stirred interest, despite initial delays in the beta release. Envisioned to introduce significant interface renovations and user experience improvements, One UI 7 is expected to accompany new flagship devices by early 2025, according to recent announcements.
In conclusion, while OnePlus and Samsung forge ahead with their respective software advancements, they underscore progressive efforts across the tech industry to enhance device functionality and user satisfaction. As both companies navigate the complexities inherent in major software updates, users stand to benefit from the enriched capabilities and improved performance of their devices.
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