Sir Michael Parkinson to make posthumous return through AI podcast
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Sir Michael Parkinson, the celebrated broadcaster known for his pioneering interview style, is set to make a posthumous return to the media landscape through a new podcast that will utilise artificial intelligence to recreate his distinctive voice. This innovative endeavour will once again feature Sir Michael in conversation with stars, despite his passing in August 2023.
Sir Michael Parkinson, a seminal figure in the world of television, began his broadcasting career in the 1960s and continued until his retirement in 2007. On his eponymous show, "Parkinson," he interviewed a myriad of international luminaries, including cultural icons such as Tom Hanks, Jennifer Lopez, Billie Piper, and Diana Ross. Known for his incisive questioning and deft conversational skills, Sir Michael left an indelible mark on broadcasting.
With plans in motion to revive his voice through AI technology, fans and new listeners alike will have the opportunity to experience "Parky" interviewing stars once more. The project has reportedly received the blessing of Sir Michael's family, including support from his son, Michael Parkinson Jr. Sir Michael leaves behind his wife, journalist Mary Heneghan, and three children: Andrew, Michael Jr, and Nicholas.
The concept has garnered attention due to its unusual nature. A source cited by The Sun remarked that the project's pursuit underscores the widespread admiration and the void felt by Sir Michael's absence. The source noted, "Although it sounds strange, using AI like this will keep the memory of the grand inquisitor alive and remember him for doing what he did best — grilling famous people."
Reflecting on his illustrious career in past interviews, Sir Michael often spoke candidly about his experiences. He famously recounted his infatuation with the late actress Lauren Bacall, who he interviewed in 1979, expressing a youthful fantasy of eloping with her. He joked about his admiration for Bacall and other Hollywood stars such as Shirley MacLaine.
Sir Michael often highlighted notable moments and relationships from his career, mentioning his amicable run-ins with guests like Warren Beatty, brother of Shirley MacLaine. However, he was also forthright about less positive experiences, describing British media mogul Robert Maxwell as his most challenging interviewee. His candid description of Maxwell as "overwhelming" and "totally, utterly, disgracefully awful" stands out among his anecdotes.
The news of Sir Michael's passing was announced in August 2023, following a brief illness. A statement confirmed that he died peacefully at home, surrounded by his family, who have requested privacy during their time of mourning. As the podcast project develops, Sir Michael's legacy looks set to continue influencing the world of showbusiness and broadcasting through the intersection of technology and nostalgia.
Source: Noah Wire Services
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