Wayve begins US trials for autonomous driving software in San Francisco
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Wayve, a London-based autonomous vehicle startup, is making its first foray outside of the UK by commencing trials of its self-learning automated driving software in the United States, specifically in the bustling streets of San Francisco and the surrounding Bay Area. Founded in 2017, Wayve has rapidly progressed in the autonomous vehicle sphere, conducting its initial trials on UK roads as early as 2018. Its expansion to the U.S. marks a considerable milestone for the startup, which has drawn significant attention and investment from major players, including Uber, SoftBank, Microsoft, and Nvidia.
The decision to test in San Francisco is strategic, as it allows Wayve to expose its technology to the city's distinctive driving conditions, providing valuable data to advance its artificial intelligence platform. The company's CEO, Alex Kendall, underscored the importance of these real-world environments, stating that insights gained in San Francisco will be instrumental in developing a global AI platform tailored for automotive customers.
Wayve is deploying a fleet of Mustang Mach-E electric vehicles as part of its testing programme. These vehicles will initially operate with human supervision, allowing the software to learn and adapt in an unfamiliar urban setting, before gradually moving towards more complex autonomous operations. The company's goal is to refine its AI software, which it plans to sell to automotive original equipment manufacturers, enhancing driving safety through a series of advanced automation features. However, as of now, Wayve has not revealed any specific partnerships with such manufacturers.
The company has established a new office in Sunnyvale, California, to support its U.S. expansion. This base will bolster its AI development efforts, providing Wayve with the necessary infrastructure to explore and harness human interaction and behavioural data to improve the safety of autonomous driving systems.
In recent years, Wayve has achieved significant financial backing to fuel its growth. Its Series C funding round in May 2023 gathered $1.05 billion, marking the largest AI-related fundraising effort in the UK to date. This round was spearheaded by SoftBank, with notable contributions from technology giants Microsoft and Nvidia, as well as Uber, although details of its investment remain undisclosed. Previously, Wayve secured $200 million in Series B funding in 2022 and $20 million in Series A funding in 2019.
As part of its forward strategy, Wayve plans to integrate its autonomous vehicles into Uber's network, expanding across various global markets. Kaity Fisher, Wayve’s Vice President of Operations and Commercial, highlighted the significance of this collaboration. By working closely with partners such as Microsoft, Nvidia, and Uber, Wayve aims to accelerate the development of a comprehensive ecosystem that will bring its AI-driving solutions to automotive partners around the world.
The move to San Francisco positions Wayve among several other tech companies vying for success in the autonomous vehicle field. The city has become a fertile ground for such innovations, as enterprises like GM-owned Cruise and Google-backed Waymo have already begun navigating its complex urban environment. Tesla, too, has reportedly been testing its autonomous capabilities in the Bay Area, underscoring the region's status as a hotbed for autonomous vehicle development.
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