Apple delays launch of next-generation low-cost iPad to 2025
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In a surprising move, Apple has announced a delay in the release of its next-generation low-cost iPad, shifting the launch from 2023 to 2025. Traditionally, Apple releases updates to its iPad line every two years, but this change in schedule may be linked to the incorporation of new artificial intelligence technologies under the banner of Apple Intelligence.
The anticipated iPad model was expected to feature the A16 chip — a powerful processor that would enhance the device's performance significantly. However, sources suggest that the delay might be attributed to the need for further development to seamlessly integrate Apple Intelligence, a suite of AI-driven features designed to enhance user interaction and streamline device operations.
Apple Intelligence was officially introduced earlier this week and is now becoming available across eligible devices. This new initiative from the tech giant aims to enhance various aspects of the Apple ecosystem, starting with features for email management, voice assistance through Siri, and advanced image tools. Notably, these advancements require recent hardware capabilities, specifically available on iPhone models starting from the iPhone 15 Pro.
CNET editor-at-large Bridget Carey discussed the rollout of these features during an interview with CBS News. The introduction of Apple Intelligence is perceived as an important step as Apple endeavours to spark consumer interest, especially at a time when the company faces challenges with declining iPhone sales. It is hoped that these AI enhancements could persuade users to upgrade to more recent models to take full advantage of the new technology.
The delay in the iPad launch could be part of Apple's broader strategy to ensure that their next wave of devices can fully support these advanced functionalities. While current users with eligible devices can begin experiencing some of these new AI features, it highlights Apple's focus on integrating cutting-edge technology within their products, albeit with some adjustments to their usual release timelines.
Apple's decision to delay the iPad release reflects a calculated move to ensure that the integration of its new AI technology is flawless, maintaining their reputation for quality and innovation. As the tech world anticipates these changes, the focus remains on how Apple Intelligence will reshape user interaction with Apple devices.
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