Google develops AI to take control of web browsers with Project Jarvis
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Google is reportedly in the midst of developing an advanced artificial intelligence (AI) technology with the ambition of autonomously taking control of web browsers. Known internally as "Project Jarvis," this AI system is anticipated to be unveiled in December alongside the release of Google’s upcoming Gemini large language model. This development is expected to further Google's capabilities in AI, enhancing user interaction directly through web browsers, as reported by The Information on 26th October.
The concept is similar to ongoing efforts by OpenAI, which is working on an AI model capable of conducting independent research by browsing the web. This system employs a Computer-Using Agent (CUA) that can take actions based on the findings from its browsing activities. However, Google's approach aims to surpass this by integrating software directly with a user's browser, allowing for a more interactive and hands-on experience.
In recent developments within the AI sphere, Anthropic, another AI company, has launched a feature named "computer use." This capability permits its AI to engage actively with users' computer screens. This involves interpreting on-screen content and executing tasks such as web browsing and data entry, albeit with user consent. This innovation represents a significant shift in AI assistance, moving from reliance on backend integration to real-time screen activity processing.
During a demonstration, Anthropic’s system was shown to plan a morning hike near the Golden Gate Bridge. It autonomously sourced trail information, checked sunrise times, and created calendar events with advisory on appropriate hiking attire. This advancement highlights the growing interest in AI agents capable of functioning with minimal human supervision. Companies like Microsoft and Salesforce have rolled out similar tools aimed at workplace efficiency, though Anthropic’s method distinguishes itself by focusing on direct screen interpretation rather than integration within specific applications.
As companies race to automate routine computer tasks to boost efficiency and reduce operational costs, these developments place Anthropic in direct competition with industry giants such as Google and Microsoft. While previous AI tools concentrated on generating text and images, these new agents represent a significant evolution towards intricate software manipulation capabilities, with reduced dependency on human oversight.
In an interview with PYMNTS, Dan Parsons, COO/CPO of Thoughtful AI, expressed the transformational potential of "agentic AI," stating that it is poised to redefine industries over the coming years. The ability of AI to operate autonomously and make decisions independently could lead to significant advancements in areas such as system administration, operations, customer service, and complex decision-making, driving unprecedented levels of efficiency, cost reduction, and scalability.
The development of these AI technologies signals a rapidly advancing frontier in artificial intelligence, promising a future where AI can seamlessly integrate into daily digital interactions, offering unparalleled convenience and efficiency.
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