Masayoshi Son outlines vision for superintelligence and economic impact at Future Investment Initiative
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Masayoshi Son, the prominent Japanese billionaire and the driving force behind the technology conglomerate SoftBank, has projected significant advancements in artificial intelligence (AI) that could shape the future of the global economy. Speaking at the Future Investment Initiative conference in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Son shared his vision of artificial superintelligence that could potentially surpass human intellect by a factor of 10,000 within the next decade. This monumental AI milestone, however, would require an enormous outlay of resources.
Son elaborated on the economic implications of this AI development, suggesting that such an advanced form of AI could contribute to a 5% increase in global economic output by the year 2035. However, actualizing this vision necessitates unparalleled investments, particularly in terms of computing power and semiconductor chips.
The visionary businessman underscored the need for substantial infrastructure to support AI's growth. He speculated that approximately 200 million chips and 400 gigawatts (GW) of data centre power would be required, a demand surpassing the current electricity supply of the United States. The cumulative capital expenditure associated with these requirements would amount to an astounding $9 trillion. Despite the enormity of this figure, Son deemed it a justified and potentially modest investment relative to the anticipated $9 trillion in annual benefits from the operational super AI.
Within this context, Son emphasised the pivotal role of Nvidia, currently ranked as the world’s most valuable semiconductor company. He argued that Nvidia remains undervalued given the potential for dramatically increased demand for its chips in the burgeoning AI industry.
Despite his optimistic outlook, Son has adapted his timeline for the emergence of superintelligence. Earlier in June, he projected its arrival within three to five years, noting potential benefits for Arm Holdings, a chip designer that SoftBank primarily owns. Now he extends that time frame while still maintaining confidence in Nvidia’s critical role alongside Arm.
However, achieving these AI advancements is not without challenges. The monumental costs and required infrastructure may overwhelm even well-funded organisations and governments. Additionally, Son's historical investment decisions cast a shadow on his predictions. SoftBank's significant investment in WeWork, originally valued highly before its dramatic devaluation following a problematic pre-IPO announcement, is one such instance where reality diverged from projection.
Notably, Son maintains conviction in his vision and financial strategy, continuing to reserve funds in anticipation of the expenses associated with developing a future super AI. Given his personal net worth of approximately $16 billion, this approach signifies the high financial stakes involved.
In summary, Son’s bold proclamations at the Saudi Arabian conference reflect both the promise and the complexities of pioneering the next frontier in artificial intelligence. As stakeholders across industries digest these predictions, only time will reveal the accuracy and impact of Son's ambitious forecasts.
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