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Google's 'Gemini Era': The New Face of Search with AI Overviews
Google has embarked on a significant transformation in its approach to artificial intelligence, heralding what it calls the "Gemini era." This shift marks a rebranding of its AI technology from Bard to Gemini and brings a comprehensive overhaul to its Search Generative Experience (SGE). Renamed as "AI Overviews," this new feature was introduced during the Google I/O 2024 event and has been more widely implemented since.
AI Overviews have been designed to streamline the search experience by providing users with immediate answers on the search results page, reducing the need to navigate through multiple links. For example, users searching for recipes can now find entire recipes displayed directly in the search results, making information retrieval faster and more efficient.
However, AI Overviews are still under development and have experienced teething problems. These include the presentation of inaccurate information, necessitating Google to frequently update its algorithms, remove incorrect data, and ensure sources are clearly attributed. Despite these issues, Google has not provided a direct method for users to disable AI Overviews. Instead, users can adjust settings to make AI responses less prominent.
A workaround to minimise AI Overviews involves using Google's NOT (-) operator in search queries. By ending a search query with "-AI," users can effectively bypass the AI-generated overviews. This method appears to exploit a quirk in Google's algorithm rather than being an intentional feature and remains a reliable tactic for users preferring traditional search results.
Additionally, Google has introduced a "Web" tab filter, which allows users to revert to conventional search results. Selecting this filter removes the AI Overview panel; however, it does not persist as a default setting and must be manually selected with each search. The Web filter limits results to web links only, excluding multimedia previews such as YouTube videos and other search snippets.
For those seeking to automate the exclusion of AI Overviews, a proxy site called udm14.com offers an alternative by automatically applying the necessary URL modification (&udm=14) to filter out AI content. As with any proxy, users should be mindful of potential privacy implications, as such services can log search queries.
Google also houses multiple experimental features under Search Labs, accessible via labs.google.com or the flask icon on Google.com. Users can toggle these features, although doing so does not entirely disable AI Overviews outside of Labs functionality.
Text Editors on MacOS: From Basic to Advanced Options
For individuals engaged in writing or editing on MacOS, a range of text editors is available to suit different needs. These tools vary from simple notepads to complex editors more suited to programming.
Sublime Text: Known for its focus on programming, Sublime Text offers a broad spectrum of features such as snippets, powerful search tools, and project management capabilities. While it may possess a steeper learning curve, it serves well for users who demand more robustness from their text editor. Sublime Text is available through a trial period before requiring a one-time fee of $99.
BBedit: Another text editor catering to programmers, BBedit provides features like markup support, a scratchpad, and text filters. It can be utilised for free with some advanced options becoming unavailable after a 30-day trial. The full version requires a $59.99 license.
TextEdit: Pre-installed on MacOS, TextEdit is a no-frills application suitable for straightforward text editing. It supports basic formatting and integrates seamlessly with Grammarly if installed, making it a practical choice for simple tasks.
Nano: A terminal-based text editor, Nano is valued for its simplicity and efficacy in remote sessions via SSH. It is lightweight and utilitarian, requiring basic command-line knowledge but offering a distraction-free environment for text editing.
These options highlight the versatility and adaptability of tools available to MacOS users, catering to a wide range of editing needs from casual note-taking to complex code editing.
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