Hollywood grapples with the implications of artificial intelligence in filmmaking
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In recent discussions around Hollywood, the implications of artificial intelligence (A.I.) in the film industry have become a hot topic. Conversations with various stakeholders reveal a divide: those with limited knowledge of A.I.'s capabilities in filmmaking express the most apprehension, whereas seasoned professionals in the field express confidence in the enduring power of human creativity. Key concerns have been raised regarding the potential misuse of A.I., such as technology companies bypassing copyright laws and using proprietary material without permission, actors' likenesses being used without consent, and studios leveraging A.I. to sidestep contractual obligations that ensure human-written content.
Emmy-winning television director Paris Barclay, who is set to air six episodes of various shows this autumn, emphasised the role of unions in establishing protective measures, or "guardrails", against such issues. There is consensus on the necessity of addressing the potential ethical and legal challenges posed by A.I.
Tom Hanks recently entered this conversation during a project that involved the use of A.I. tools, creating a stir amidst growing anxiety in Hollywood circles. Known for his flair and presence on screen, Hanks expressed a balanced view towards the utilization of A.I. in cinema. During a videocall from Greece, where he was enjoying a sailing trip, Hanks rejected the notion that A.I. might threaten traditional filmmaking. Instead, he argued it serves as an innovative tool, similar to advancements in film stock or special effects, meant to enhance rather than replace human creativity.
Hanks noted the potential A.I. holds for expanding opportunities for actors, particularly for playing roles beyond their age. The technology could allow seasoned actors to embody characters they otherwise wouldn’t be able to due to age constraints, referencing his own desire to portray younger characters such as Iago. Even so, Hanks acknowledged the potential for A.I. to facilitate the continuation of his likeness in films indefinitely, raising important questions about legal rights and the management of his estate. 
Despite the morbid implications, Hanks seemed open to the idea, suggesting a willingness to engage in the necessary legal arrangements to manage his digital likeness after his lifetime. This candid perspective highlights the dichotomy within Hollywood — the promise of A.I. as an empowering tool for artists juxtaposed with the potential ethical quagmires it presents.
As the film industry confronts these challenges, the dialogue continues among its creators and professionals. A.I., it seems, is poised to revolutionise filmmaking, blending technological innovation with traditional storytelling — provided the "proper guardrails" are firmly in place.
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