Evolving roles in industrial hygiene: Insights from AIHA president Nicole Greeson
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In a recent podcast interview, Dave Johnson, Editor-at-Large for ISHN, conversed with Nicole Greeson, the new president of the American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA) for the term 2024-2025. Greeson currently holds the position of Occupational Hygiene and Safety Division Director at Duke University Health System. The discussion explored the dynamic changes within the realm of industrial hygiene, the rise of generalist roles, and how these areas intersect with safety and environmental concerns.
The interview was inspired by a resurgence in interest regarding an article Johnson had penned 25 years ago, which speculated on the future trajectory of industrial hygiene. Greeson shared insights into how the terminology and scope of "industrial hygiene" are increasingly perceived as outdated, particularly in non-industrial settings. As a result, there is a noticeable shift toward more broad-ranging roles within Occupational and Environmental Health and Safety (OEHS).
One of the key points highlighted by Greeson during the episode was the need to rebrand the AIHA. The aim is to position it as the leading association for scientists and professionals dedicated to safeguarding occupational and environmental health and safety. Greeson underscored that the evolving demands in workplaces and communities continue to create a need for skilled professionals who are equipped to adapt to these changes.
A significant area of discussion was the impact of artificial intelligence on the profession. Greeson discussed the potential that AI holds for revolutionising industrial hygiene practices and the importance of professionals staying abreast of technological advancements.
Despite challenges such as misconceptions surrounding industrial hygiene, Greeson remains optimistic about the future of the field. She acknowledges that while the profession is evolving, the fundamental goals of ensuring safety and health in occupational and environmental settings remain unchanged. 
For those interested in delving deeper into these topics, the full podcast episode provides extensive insights into the current status and anticipated future developments in the profession.
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