Meta collaborates with Five Eyes alliance to share AI technology
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Meta Platforms Inc., the parent company of Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp, has announced plans to collaborate with the Five Eyes intelligence alliance to share its artificial intelligence (AI) technology. The Five Eyes alliance, a long-standing intelligence alliance, includes the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. This announcement underscores Meta's intention to contribute to the safety, security, and economic prosperity of these nations through the widespread adoption of American open-source AI models, according to statements made by Nick Clegg, Meta's President of Global Affairs.
Meta’s strategic decision to open-source its AI technology is aimed at catching up with its competitors, such as OpenAI, Microsoft, Google, and Anthropic, who are currently leading the race in AI development. Meta has reportedly lagged behind some of these companies and believes that opening its software to third-party developers could facilitate its advancement in the field. The company has been pushing for the widespread dissemination of its AI software, which has been downloaded more than 350 million times as of August.
The decision to share AI technology with intelligence agencies comes amidst increasing scrutiny and debate over the ethical implications of such technologies. In recent years, other tech companies like Microsoft, Google, and Amazon have faced significant backlash from employees concerning deals made with military contractors and defense agencies. Additionally, there is contention surrounding Meta's open-source approach to AI. Distinguished tech companies like OpenAI and Google have argued that their AI software is too powerful and prone to misuse, hence they refrain from making it publicly available. Conversely, Meta holds the position that openness and transparency in AI development can improve the technology and make it more secure by enabling a broad spectrum of developers to examine and refine the code.
Despite the potential benefits of Meta's open-source policy, the company may face intensified scrutiny due to the potential military applications of its technology. The move to make AI technology more widely accessible through governmental alliances may provoke further discussion on the future implications of open-source AI and its role in national security and international intelligence collaborations.
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