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US Presidential Candidates Face Cybersecurity Challenges Amid Campaign
As the United States gears up for the upcoming presidential election, cybersecurity emerges as a critical yet underemphasized issue within the broader spectrum of national concerns. Despite its significance, discussions on enhancing domestic cybersecurity policies remain sparse on both candidates' campaign platforms. This omission comes amid a landscape where issues like economic recovery, immigration, and military involvement abroad frequently dominate political discourse.
Cybersecurity: A Quiet Contender in Political Platforms
In an era where the integration of digital infrastructure plays a vital role in national security, economic stability, and public safety, the issue of cybersecurity is notably absent from the forefront of the presidential campaign narratives. While President Joe Biden achieved considerable progress by addressing a substantial portion of the recommendations laid out by the Cyberspace Solarium Commission, its long-term impacts on cybersecurity threats and response efficacy remain to be seen.
The absence of a detailed cybersecurity agenda from both current candidates' platforms raises questions about the future of U.S. cyber policies, especially regarding a national data privacy law, international engagement on cyberspace norms, and proactive strategies to combat cybercriminal activities. Understanding the complexities of cyber warfare and technology protection appears to be a challenge for political leaders who may not have expertise in this field, as evidenced by previous missteps and criticised viewpoints.
Divergent Paths in Cyber Policy Approaches
Should Donald Trump secure another term, his approach is anticipated to reflect his prior administration's "America First" stance. His past policies, which favoured proactive cyber defence strategies, might see a continuation, as well as deregulation efforts giving the private sector more autonomy. This approach suggests a reliance on industry-led cybersecurity standards without extensive federal oversight.
In contrast, Vice President Kamala Harris, if elected, is expected to build upon President Biden's existing frameworks. Her administration would likely continue to bolster government involvement in cybersecurity, ensuring compliance and accountability in technological implementations. Harris has been associated with various technological initiatives, enhancing her envisioned strategy for tackling cybersecurity in connection with broader economic and tech-related issues.
AI and Cybersecurity within Broader National Strategies
Simultaneously, the White House has intensified its focus on artificial intelligence (AI) as a pivotal facet of national security, articulating this in a National Security Memorandum (NSM) issued on October 24, 2024. The memorandum aims to enhance the role of AI in national defence, secure the U.S. leadership in AI innovation, and solidify international alliances. 
This strategic document outlines a comprehensive governmental approach encompassing several key federal bodies, encouraging the adoption of AI technologies in a manner that upholds democratic values and privacy concerns. The emphasis on AI safety, reinforced through entities like the AI Safety Institute, signifies another layer of contemporary issues where future cybersecurity and technological policy will play a crucial role.
Future Implications
While cybersecurity and AI strategies emerge as crucial elements in safeguarding national interests, the upcoming presidential election poses significant implications for these domains. The chosen policies and leadership could profoundly impact the U.S. stance on global cybersecurity leadership and the country's preparedness against evolving digital threats. With cybersecurity being fundamentally nonpartisan, the methods and intensity with which each candidate addresses these concerns might define their administration's legacy in the realm of national security.
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