London hosts key updates in digital technology and network security
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In November 2024, London became the focal point of significant advancements in digital technology and network security with major updates released by two leading tech companies, WSO2 and Microsoft. These updates aim to enhance the management of APIs, boost developer productivity, extend Kubernetes support, and increase security measures as enterprises continue to leverage artificial intelligence (AI) and cloud computing for competitive advantages.
WSO2, an established entity in API management, announced the latest versions of its API Manager and API Platform for Kubernetes. Their newly available open-source software enables organisations to manage AI services more efficiently as APIs, providing visibility and control over AI operations across various service providers like OpenAI and Microsoft Azure OpenAI. With enhancements tailored for Kubernetes-native API management, WSO2 expands its support to cater to the growing microservices and API-driven architectures globally. The releases also target improving developer productivity with features like subscription rate limit policies and API discoverability advancements through their unified control panel.
Christopher Davey, Vice President and General Manager of API Management at WSO2, stated these enhancements would further the company's commitment to offering a competitive digital innovation platform. The updates are designed to cater to the demands for efficient API consumption within developer communities by streamlining processes and improving security protocols, such as through the use of mutual TLS authentication for varied environments and personal access tokens for secure API interactions.
Similarly, Microsoft Azure introduced significant network service enhancements aimed at bolstering security, performance, and manageability of applications running in the cloud. These updates are part of Azure’s endeavour to support mission-critical applications with reinforced network infrastructure. Notably, the introduction of the Bastion Developer SKU offers a no-cost option for secure virtual machine connectivity, while the virtual network encryption feature encrypts data in transit to address security requirements across various sectors.
Azure's announcements extended to resiliency and reliability improvements through tools like the ExpressRoute Metro SKU, which enhances connectivity reliability by incorporating redundancy across multiple city sites. Azure Load Balancer’s new “Admin State” feature improves manageability by allowing direct control over backend traffic, marking another step towards simplifying and securing network operations.
Further enhancing Azure's capacity to handle complex cloud environments, the IP Address Management solution in Azure Virtual Network manager offers a robust platform for managing IP address pools, accommodating over a million routable IPs. Additionally, the launch of Advanced Container Networking Services aims to equip developers with enhanced tools for monitoring network traffic within Kubernetes applications, facilitating more seamless management and security.
These developments from WSO2 and Microsoft illustrate a momentum in the tech industry towards more sophisticated, integrated solutions that cater to both innovation demands and security imperatives. By advancing their capabilities and offerings, both companies underscore their roles in shaping the digital landscape to meet the evolving needs of businesses adopting AI, containerisation, and cloud-native technologies.
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