Copyright Clearance Center leads the way in AI-related licensing solutions
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In the rapidly evolving realm of publishing, the role of copyrighted material in artificial intelligence systems is becoming an increasingly pressing concern. One organisation, the Copyright Clearance Center (CCC), is at the forefront of addressing these challenges. Under the leadership of Michael Healy, the Executive Director for rightsholder and international relations at CCC, the organisation aims to balance the needs of copyright protection with the wave of innovation brought by AI technologies.
A key component of CCC's strategy is the development of what is described as “the world’s first collective licensing solution” specifically tailored for the use of AI-related content. This ground-breaking initiative was the culmination of an extensive 18-month consultation period involving both licensees and publishers. Healy explained the dual nature of these consultations, focusing on gauging how business licensees—those that acquire annual blanket copyright licenses from CCC—utilise copyrighted materials within generative AI systems.
The outcome of these discussions is a modified version of CCC’s existing annual blanket license, which now includes rights for AI-related reuse. Healy elaborated that this license integrates AI internal use rights into the existing licensing framework. Officially launched in mid-July, this new license represents a significant shift in how the publishing industry manages the interplay between AI and copyright.
Healy highlighted CCC’s philosophy in navigating this complex intersection: “We believe it’s possible to be pro AI and pro copyright. We think the way you achieve that is with this notion of responsible AI.” The approach is designed to ensure fair compensation for publishers and creators while fostering technological advancement.
The response from the publishing industry has been largely enthusiastic, with hundreds of publishers reportedly engaging with the new licensing solution. One of the significant advantages of CCC's approach is its international applicability. Many of CCC’s customers, including global pharmaceutical companies, prefer a worldwide license to support their expansive operations.
In addition to these developments, Healy has been engaging with the industry through various platforms. He has conducted a series of roundtable discussions on AI, including at notable events like the Sharjah International Book Fair. These sessions attract a wide range of inquiries from publishing professionals, with questions varying based on the size and nature of the enterprise. Topics range from specifics like the definition of 'internal use' and potential royalty adjustments to broader themes such as the principles of responsible AI and distinctions between direct and collective licensing.
The approach of AI companies towards licensing and copyright remains varied. While some AI firms immediately recognise their responsibilities to creators and publishers, others are less forthcoming, adding layers of complexity to the landscape that publishers must navigate. CCC's efforts reflect a proactive step towards a harmonious integration of AI within the realm of intellectual property, setting a precedent for how these interactions may unfold globally in the years to come.
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