Idaho legislature takes steps to regulate artificial intelligence
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Idaho's state legislature has made significant strides in regulating artificial intelligence by passing three distinct laws aimed at tackling the challenges posed by AI-generated content. These laws primarily focus on explicit and political deep fakes, as well as content exploiting children.
The legislative body in Idaho is not stopping there. Before they reconvene in January, the Artificial Intelligence Working Group, a panel dedicated to studying AI for potential new laws, continues its work. This panel recently convened at the Idaho State Capitol Building, inviting three AI experts to discuss the burgeoning technology's potential and the legal challenges it presents.
Senate Majority Leader Kelly Anthon, who co-chairs the panel, emphasised the potential for AI to enhance government efficiency, despite the inherent risks. Anthon humorously recounted an instance where he used an AI tool to generate an image of himself, which unexpectedly depicted him with an earring. This anecdote underscored the non-infallibility and unpredictability of AI systems.
His co-chair, Representative Jeff Ehlers, used AI to generate closing statements for the meeting. While acknowledging he didn't fully agree with the AI's generated remarks, he emphasised the transformative potential of AI. Ehlers stressed the importance of lawmakers developing balanced policies to harness AI benefits and address the associated risks.
Among those sharing insights was Christopher Ritter, Director of the Digital Innovation Center of Excellence at the Idaho National Laboratory. He highlighted how AI is advancing quickly, aiding tasks such as software engineering, thus keeping the U.S. at the forefront of AI innovation. While expressing confidence that AI isn't on the brink of overtaking human roles entirely, Ritter pointed out that companies like Google already utilise AI in producing substantial portions of their software code.
Bradlee Frazer, a partner at the law firm Hawley Troxell, informed the panel of the copyright complexities AI presents. He explained that while human-created content is protected, AI-generated content often lacks such safeguards, leading to potential intellectual property disputes. Frazer cited the example of an AI-generated artwork resembling the famous Pennywise character from Stephen King's "It" as a scenario that could spur copyright infringement claims. He noted the precarious nature of using AI tools, as these often draw upon vast amounts of online data, risking infringement without proper permissions or acknowledgments.
These expert testimonies underscore the complexity of AI's legal landscape, from copyright issues to ensuring ethical AI development. With these considerations in mind, the Idaho Legislature's AI working group anticipates convening again before January 6th to delve deeper into potential legislative measures. This continued focus aims to keep Idaho at the forefront of AI policy development, ensuring that they remain prepared for the myriad challenges AI presents now and in the future.
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